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Summary :  
 
Between August  and December 2014, our school Bushcare group, (comprising ten students from Grades 1-4, 
one teacher and  community volunteers) carried out rehabilitation works within valuable remnant bushland 
located adjacent to our school’s native plant sanctuary.  The project was integrated into the curriculum via a 
weekly elective program entitled Investigate-Create-Express (I.C.E.).   
 
Via funding of the rehabilitation project students gained hands-on education in: 
 

 weed identification and environmental impact 

 methods of weed control 

 indigenous plant identification in remnant bushland 

 landscape preparation for successful bush rehabilitation 

 planting out tubestock 

 on-going care of plants 

 how indigenous flora contributes to biodiversity 
 
A clear highlight for the group was meeting with David Berry and 
Mary Crouch to plant 170 tube-stock.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At conclusion of the teaching component of 
the project, student work was showcased to 
the school community via a collaborative 
display which prompted informal discussion 
with parents and students regarding local 
environmental issues.  

 
 

Survivial of the new plants during January was reliant on 
natural rainfall combined with two hand waterings.  Several 
species appeared stressed and vulnerable to insect attack in 
their early stages.  Indigofera Australis was particularly 
vulnerable with survival of only one plant. 
 
By March 2015, it was clear that plants located in the mulched 
area survived the summer conditions best.  
 
Species showing particularly good resilience to date are: 
Olearia Iirata, Goodenia ovata and Viminaria juncea.  



 
Survival rates (surveyed 11th March 2015):  
 

 104 plants are in good shape 

 10 plants currently struggling 

 56 plants lost to heat / insect attack 

 67% success rate 
  

Budget spent: 
 
3 cubic metres Euca-mulch (delivered)  $182.50 
Round-up herbicide    $  29.95 
Line marking paint for set-out  $    5.90 
7 Weeding tools @ $1.98 each   $  13.98 
3 Watering cans @ $6.49 each  $  19.47 
170 plants @ $1.50 each    $255.00 

Total spent      =  $506.80 
 
Future works: 
 
On-going care of the planting has now passed to a new 
group of students enrolled in Bushcare for Semester 1, 
2015. They have continued with enthusiastic weeding and 
hand-watering of the area.  All students are ‘busting’ to 
prepare and plant out another bushland environment, 
having observed how much the 2014 group enjoyed the 
process! 

 
With the generous support of BDEPF it would be an ideal opportunity to continue rehabilitation works by 
extending the current planting area as indicated in the site plan above. 
 
Although land use is changing at the school due to building works, BDEPF can be assured the rehabilitated area 
shall be not be impacted by future student use. The school is currently investigating methods for protection of 
vulnerable vegetation in and around the area. 
 
Furthermore, application has been made on 13th March 2015 for the existing native plant sanctuary to be 
registered as Land for Wildlife. The School Principal has also granted approval for WCIPP to access the 
Sanctuary (following school protocols) for seed collection purposes. 

 
Thank you to the BDEPF for making the works possible 
and opening doors to a vibrant community of 
environmental volunteers. Thank you especially to 
David Berry and Mary Crouch for their invaluable 
knowledge and generous spirit in supporting our team 
of young bush rehabilitators. 
 
The support, guidance and funding provided by BDEPF 

were paramount to the success of the program and we 

look forward to furthering our partnership in a new 

project.  

 
 
 
 
 
Jacqueline Laws, Bushcare facilitator 
Mount Pleasant Road Primary School 
On behalf of Mrs Lisa Yeoman, Principal 


