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Autumn 2013 Newsletter 

The end of the financial year is fast approaching and Tax Deductable donations can be made via the 

Funds website the Council website or via our PO Box. 

 

FUND RECOGNISED IN COUNCIL AWARDS. 
The Mayors Choice Award at the City of Whitehorse Sustainability Awards Night on Thursday 21 March 2013 

went to David Berry for his commitment to sustainability. The Blackburn and District Environmental Fund (The 

Fund), particularly the Small Grants Program was cited by Mayor Andrew Munro as a successful demonstration 

of the funds work. 

David in his reply acknowledged ‘others in the 

Fund and the Tree Society who were equally 

deserving’. He said he was pleased to see that 

Kingswood College Junior School were winners 

of the Sustainable School Award, also 

announced at the presentation. The college 

was a recipient of the Fund’s Small Grants 

Program last year. The school grounds have 

seen significant planting of indigenous 

vegetation by junior school students. 

‘The fund has supported very worthy 

community projects in the past 2 years, made 

possible by generous donations from the 

Whitehorse community.  I encourage donors to continue their support.’ He said. 

Sustainability Awards are a feature of Sustainable Living Week. 2013 categories and winners were:  

 Sustainable Household Award – The Walters residence 

 Sustainable Business Award – Hewlett Packard 

 Sustainable School Award – Kingswood College Junior School 

 Sustainable Community Leadership – The Avenue Neighbourhood House Refresh program 

 The Mayors Choice Award – David Berry 

 The Whitehorse Sustainable Award – The Patterson Avenue Communal Food Gardening Group. 

David Berry accepts the Mayors Award. 
Image courtesy Whitehorse City Council. Photo by Kaye Wright, Affinity Photography. 
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SMALL GRANTS PROGRAM. 
The Funds Small Grants for the 2013 round have been allocated. This is the second year the program has been 

run under the expert guidance of David Berry who recently received the Mayors award for sustainability 

excellence on behalf of the Fund. The success of the first round has seen indigenous planting at a number of 

schools, a neighbourhood house and a scout/guide hall and educational assistance and material of 

environmental organisations.  

The purpose of the Small Grants Program is to provide financial support for suitable initiatives that will 

enhance the natural environment within the City of Whitehorse. The Small Grants Program helps the fund 

meet its objectives to:  

 Build community support to promote and improve the valuable heritage of bushland in Whitehorse. 

 Encourage retention of existing native trees, shrubs and flowers that support native wildlife. 

 Support and fund Community Groups working with council to protect and enhance bushland. 

 

HEALESVILLE FREEWAY RESERVE 
The Victorian government has slashed budgets to bring the state’s finances to surplus. VicRoads is looking to 

maximize the value of assets in its possession including deleted freeway reservations. 

The Healesville Freeway Reserve Renewal Project – The ex-freeway land is in danger of being developed as 

medium-density residential housing resulting in: 

 Destruction of endangered and scarce Valley Heathy Forest remnant vegetation. 

 Little chance of a pedestrian/cycling/fauna biolink between Boronia and Springvale Roads,  

 A threat to the integrity and future of one of Whitehorse’s finest bushland parks, Bellbird Dell, 

whose future has not been guaranteed by the authorities. 

A local group, Friends of the Healesville Freeway Reserve have been established to coordinate a community 

response to try and have significant bushland and open space retained.  

The Fund made a substantial donation to the group for publication of flyers and newsletters to aid the 

community battle for retention of Healesville Freeway Reserve as open space in public ownership. 

Anne Makhihjania who is heading the group said ‘It’s the amazing support from community groups and the 

community itself that has encouraged us to take up this fight and we hope we are able to secure a good 

outcome for the environment and the community’. 

Join the community Open Day, Sunday 26 May 2013, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Decision-makers and media have been 

invited so a large turnout will show the importance to the community of this land as open space.  

The aim is protection of Bellbird Dell and other rare and endangered remnant vegetation with potential for 
alternative cycle, pedestrian and 'biolink' connections thru the reserve from Springvale Road to Boronia Road;  

 

Friends of the Healesville Freeway Reserve  

PO Box 371, Vermont, Vic 3133. 

A copy of the Friends brochure is also available on the Fund website. 


