
Blackburn & District Environment Protection Fund 

PO Box 210 Blackburn Vic 3130 

Email: badepf@gmail.com 

Web: www.blackburnenviro.wordpress.com 

 

                    Sponsored by Blackburn and District Tree Preservation Society 
 

 

Autumn 2014 Newsletter 

The end of the financial year is fast approaching and Tax Deductable donations can be made via the 

Funds website the Council website or via our PO Box. 

We have changed our website and our new address is:  www.blackburnenviro.wordpress.com 

HEALESVILLE FREEWAY RESERVE 
The Fund has been directly involved with the Healesville Freeway Reservation (HFR) campaign with over 
$2,000 in donations targeted for this purpose being deposited in the fund so far. Donations are tax deductable 
and the money donated has been used for printing leaflets and posters, preparing banners, hiring equipment 
for Community Action Days and funding a professional flora survey of the reserve.  
 
VicRoads & the Napthine Government announced on 24 February 2014 that a Shared Path/Biolink concept 
was their preferred development option for the Healesville Freeway Reservation (HFR). This option includes: 

 60% of the land being sold for low- and medium-density housing 

 A shared path/biolink from Springvale Road to Boronia Road 

 Preservation of some of the remnant vegetation on the reserve 

 A 10-year lease for the Nadrasca farm located at Morack Road. 

For more information refer to the VicRoads project website: http://consult.vicroads.vic.gov.au/hfrconsult 

On Tuesday 25 February 2014 State ALP Opposition Leader Daniel Andrews announced that, if elected in 
November this year, the ALP will:  

 Retain 100% of the HFR as public open space (i.e. no housing development on the land) 

 Transfer the management of the reserve to Parks Victoria 

 Allocate $650,000 towards a shared path 

 Appoint a Committee of Management made up of interested members of the community. 

This is a great outcome for the community and the Friends of the Healesville Reserve (Whitehorse) because 

the status of the land will be secured forever as public open space. 

The issue has emerged as a major policy point-of-difference between the two major political parties and is an 

important political issue in determining the outcome in the state electorate of Forest Hill at the next election.  

To make a donation specifically for the HFR campaign go to the BADEPF fund donation page and follow the 
steps but make it clear that your donation is specifically targeted to the HFR campaign 
http://blackburnenviro.wordpress.com/donations/ 
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AT LAST, ACTION AT DEAF SOCIETY SITE.  
The parcel of land on the corner of Lake and Central Roads, Blackburn, has at last seen progress toward being 

opened up as public open space. The land acquired in early 2008 with contributions from the three tiers of 

government after strong community lobbying was part of the redevelopment site of the former Deaf Society 

aged care facility. 

Earlier this year Council agreed to ‘no mow’ areas to encourage regeneration of indigenous plants. This was 

complimented by community weeding activities. Council also engaged Consultants to develop a concept plan 

for the site. The community was actively consulted and the resulting master plan was accepted by Council. In 

early June 2014 workers started removing woody weeds, developing paths, street verge landscaping, planting 

and preparing for a post and rail fence along the perimeter complimenting the nearby Blackburn Lake 

Sanctuary. 

 

 

 

SMALL GRANTS. 
In March Fund committee members visited Kingswood College Junior School at Box Hill to view the indigenous 

planting activities carried out by Grade 4 students during 2013 that were funded through the Small Grants 

program.  On 23rd April the committee launched the 2014/15 Small Grants program from Kingswood College 

and presented a cheque for a further $500 toward the good work done in 2013. Mayor Sharron Ellis and 

Councillor Andrew Davenport attended and the event received media coverage in the local newspapers. Year 4 

Teacher, Leeanne Pike, was excited to receive the grant as it follows one received last year for revegetation of 

a nearby area at the school oval. ‘Kingswood College emphasises sustainability and the children get so much 

out of their Wednesday planting activities’, she said, ‘they have taken responsibility for their own plants and 

already the native plants have shown drought tolerance to the recent dry weather and are growing well.  We 

now notice more birds in the areas planted and the children are much calmer after spending time working 

outside she said.’ 

The purpose of the Small Grants Program is to provide financial support for suitable initiatives that will 

enhance the natural environment within the City of Whitehorse. The Small Grants Program helps the fund 

meet its objectives to:  

 Build community support to promote and improve the valuable heritage of bushland in Whitehorse. 

 Encourage retention of existing native trees, shrubs and flowers that support native wildlife. 

 Support and fund Community Groups working with council to protect and enhance bushland. 

The Small Grants program is open to community organisations that have worthy environmental projects. 

Applications closed 2nd May.   
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Three local organisations have received environmental grants of up to $500 in the current 2014-15 fund 
program. They are:  

 Kingswood College Junior School (Box Hill South), 

 Mt. Pleasant Road Primary School (Nunawading) and  

 Bungalook community indigenous plant nursery in Blackburn South. 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 
The Fund in 2009 made a grant of $9500 to support the Blackburn Lake Advisory Committee Schools 

Education Program and the Community Education Program and Activities. The programs major 

expenditure for the past year has been additional and innovative resources for the Schools 

education program coordinated by Lucy Menzies and purchase and installation of a large LCD screen 

to replace an aging Digital Projector and screen. 

The educational programs have almost exhausted the initial grant. The Fund received and approved 

a request for further funds of $6600 into 2014/15 and beyond for a WiFi presentation system for the 

education program and to carry out work on the Margaret Dacy collection including seeking 

professional conservation and display advice, scanning of selected 35mm slides and professional 

mounting of selected specimens. 
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