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The end of the financial year is near, you are invited to make a Tax Deductable donation, via the 

Funds website www.blackburnenviro.wordpress.com   or by mail via our PO Box 210. 

In its seventh year with over $50,000 of grants distributed to community projects across the 

municipality. We can look back at projects supported by the Fund and see that we have made a 

difference. Funding of projects comes from donations from people like you so it is important that 

you share in the successes, some of them are highlighted below.    

 

HEALESVILLE FREEWAY RESERVE 
With the State election in November 2014 has 

come the security promised by the incoming 

Andrews government for the protection of the 

freeway corridor as open space.  To that end 

some land has already been rezoned to Public 

Park and Recreation Zone and the wheels are 

in motion on the remainder… 

In a press release dated 14th April 2015 ‘The 

Andrews Government has begun the process to 

transfer the land from VicRoads to the Crown, so it can become crown land reserved for public purposes. Once 

this transfer is complete, the Government will work with the Department of Environment, Land, Water and 

Planning; and Parks Victoria on land management arrangements.’ 

Once the transfer is complete, The Friends of Healesville Freeway Reservation (HFR) will start to work with the 
State Government and Whitehorse City Council to set up a Committee of Management, so that a master plan 
can be drawn up. The community can get then start works and planting to develop the potential for the 
community and as a habitat corridor for wildlife.  
 
The Fund provided over $2,000 in targeted donations to the HFR Friends group in 2014 for raising community 
awareness and conducting a professional flora survey of the reserve. We anticipate calls on the Fund to 
provide ongoing support in re-establishing indigenous planting along the wildlife corridor. 
 
To make a donation specifically for the HFR friends go to the BADEPF fund donation page and follow the steps 
but make it clear that your donation is specifically targeted to the HFR campaign 
http://blackburnenviro.wordpress.com/donations/ 
 

LARGE CROWD ATTENDING THE COMMUNITY DAY IN 2014 
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SMALL GRANTS ACHIEVING RESULTS. 
Kingswood College Junior School at Box Hill, recipients of grants over the past 3 years are starting to see good 

results for the work of 

grade 4 students. 

Teacher Leanne Pike 

Said ‘The students 

benefit so greatly from 

both our gardens. 

They not only learn 

about gardens but 

they learn about 

respecting our 

environment and team 

work.’ 

Approval has been 
granted for additional 
funds for their next project to combine a Stephanie Alexander kitchen garden with edible indigenous plants.  
‘We would like to combine these two gardening programs and use some indigenous edible plants in our 
recipes… hopefully the students may develop their own recipes.’ 
 

Mt Pleasant Road Primary School, Nunawading have a high quality area of indigenous bush that they are 

enhancing with additional planting provided by a BADEPF Small Grants spread over last year and 2015.  

Jacqueline Laws, Bushcare facilitator reports that ‘between August and December 2014, the school Bushcare 

group, (comprising ten students from Grades 1-4, one teacher and community volunteers) carried out 

rehabilitation works within valuable remnant 

bushland located adjacent to our school’s native 

plant sanctuary.  

 The project was integrated into the curriculum via 

a weekly elective program entitled Investigate-

Create-Express (I.C.E.). Via funding of the 

rehabilitation project students gained hands-on 

education in:  weed identification and 

environmental impact  methods of weed control 

 indigenous plant identification in remnant 

bushland  landscape preparation for successful 

bush rehabilitation  planting out tube stock  on-

going care of plants  how indigenous flora 

contributes to biodiversity. 

 A clear highlight for the group was meeting with 

David Berry and Mary Crouch to plant 170 tube-

stock.’ 

 

INDIGENOUS REVEGETATION AREA - KINGSWOOD COLLEGE. 

TUBE STOCK PLANTING - MT PLEASANT ROAD PS 
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 The purpose of the Small Grants Program is to provide financial support for suitable initiatives that will 

enhance the natural environment within the City of Whitehorse. The Small Grants Program helps the fund 

meet its objectives to:  

 Build community support to promote and improve the valuable heritage of bushland in Whitehorse. 

 Encourage retention of existing native trees, shrubs and flowers that support native wildlife. 

 Support and fund Community Groups working with council to protect and enhance bushland. 

The Small Grants program is open to community organisations that have worthy environmental projects. 

Applications details ore on the fund web page.   

 

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 
The Environment Education program at the Blackburn Lake Sanctuary has gone from strength to 

strength. 

Since Blackburn Lake was purchased for public use in 1964 a key activity was the development of an 

Education Program to enable local children to visit the Lake and to learn about the ecology of the 

Lake and surrounding bushland. Dorothy Meagher played a major part in developing and running 

this program for thirty four years until she retired in 2001. 

Demand was growing and it was proving difficult to meet this demand with volunteer staff alone.  In 

2007 the Blackburn Lake Advisory Committee put a proposal to the City of Whitehorse that an 

Education Officer be appointed to a three day a week paid position. In 2008 this was approved.  

 The Council asked that the Advisory Committee help raise money to support the Education 

program, in particular provision of ancillary equipment.  The Blackburn and District Environment 

Protection Fund had been formed in 2008 and registered as a tax deductible charity to support 

environmental causes in the City of Whitehorse, in particular the protection and enhancement of 

the bushland parks.  

Education was a key element of this program and since 2008 approximately $20,000 has been 

provided by the Fund to support the facilities at Blackburn Lake visitor Centre.   

The program is a great success and has now expanded to a full time role with over 4000 children 

attending this year. Education officer, Lucy Menzies, is now able to run programs from other venues. 

 

CHANGE TO COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT 
We welcome Louise Budd onto the Committee of Management as Treasurer for the vacancy left 

when John Bergin stepped down. Louise comes with a financial and taxation background. We thank 

John for his contribution and look forward to working with Louise.  

http://www.blackburnenviro.wordpress.com/
Education%20Program%20Annual%20Summary%20-%20201415.pdf

